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Board Members in attendance: Lynn Berling-Manuel (non-voting, ex officio board member – 

CEO), David Carr, Jeff Farnsworth, Ashlee Fontes-Comber, Andy Haile, Haroot Hakopian, Greg 

Hubbard, Warren Mersereau, Rusty Oglesby, Missy Price, Sue Ryan (voting, ex officio board 

member – Advocacy Council Chair), and Kevin Sims.  

 

Staff Members in attendance: Beth Sullivan  

 

Call to Order  

President Kevin Sims commenced the conference call at 9:00am Eastern Time, Wednesday, May 

6, 2020.   

 

1. Welcome Remarks – K. Sims 

 Mr. Sims provided brief welcome remarks and then moved to substantive 

business.   

 

2. Approval of Minutes – A. Haile 

 Approval of minutes from past meetings was deferred.  

 

3. Awards Committee Motion – H. Hakopian 

 Haroot Hakopian, as board liaison to the Awards Committee, brought forward 

the Committee’s proposal to create a new award to recognize long-term media 

service.  The Committee had previously received feedback from the Board 

requesting additional information about the proposed award (qualifications, 

anticipated expense, etc.).  Detailed information responsive to the Board’s 

request was provided by the Committee.  

 After explaining the purpose of the award, Mr. Hakopian responded to various 

questions and comments from Board members.  To ensure appropriate 

attention to issues of diversity, the Board proposed changing the purpose 

statement for the award to the following:  
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Purpose 

To present an annual award that gives United 

Soccer Coaches and its members an opportunity to 

recognize a media professional for a distinguished 

career covering the events and issues of women’s 

and men’s the game of soccer in the United States. 

The award is open to members and non-members. 

 

 After further discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the 

addition of the new long-term service award for a member of the media, 

to recognize outstanding careers in the coverage of soccer (as further 

explained in Exhibit B, with the purpose statement for the award 

modified as set forth above).   

 The motion was approved unanimously.   

 

4. Education Business Update – L. Berling-Manuel 

 Ms. Berling-Manuel reported that she has had several discussions with various 

leaders in the game regarding potential developments relating to the 

Association’s educational offerings.   

 

5. Board & Strategic Planning Going Forward for 2020 

 Mr. Sims reminded the Board of its role in strategic planning and oversight, 

rather than day-to-day operations.  

 The Board then discussed the process and schedule for establishing a budget 

for fiscal year 2020-2021, given the significant uncertainty created by the 

coronavirus.  Ms. Berling-Manuel reported she and Beth Sullivan were 

planning to create alternative budgets based on different scenarios (best case, 

most likely case, worst case) for the Board to consider.  One significant issue 

that will factor into budget discussions will be the business goals for 2020-

2021, which Ms. Berling-Manuel will discuss with the Board at future 

meetings.  

 The Board then decided to move Board meetings back from weekly to bi-

weekly or monthly, depending on the urgency of issues under consideration.  

 

 

********************** 

 

Following that discussion, a motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.   

  

 


